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"... the data shows that it's safer
than indoor seating (to be outside),
and we should take full advantage

of Spring-time weather - and that is
what we are hoping to do here."

 
- Gov. Gretchen Whitmer

 May 18 Covid Update



Goal: To provide food
establishments and small

retailers with
opportunities for safe

return-to-work
environments for them,

their employees, and their
customers



Communities around the
world are opting for the
use of public streets and

parking lots to enable
small businesses to

operate safely.



COMPLETE STREETS & COVID19

Source:  completestreets
 







I. Parking Lots
II. Public Parking Spaces
III. Full Open Streets

OUTDOOR 
RETAIL & DINING 

OPTIONS FOR WAYNE
COUNTY 



optimal
social

distancing 

Parking lots along designated business
corridors are closed to motor vehicles
and used as restaurant dining space.

USE OF PARKING LOTS 



Businesses use the on-street parking spaces
in front of their building, extending their
operating space. Speed limit temporarily
reduced for motor vehicles. 

USE OF PUBLIC PARKING SPACES



Street is completely closed off to motor traffic, allowing
businesses to extend their operations onto the street in front of

their establishment.

FULL OPEN STREETS

sense of community



Dense small business corridors along traditional Main Streets or
smaller roads. Recommending full closure of street to traffic. 
(Example: Downtown Northville)

FULL OPEN STREETS

Medium density business corridors with larger and busier roads
where full road closure could be a challenge. Recommending
temporary speed reductions for traffic. 
(Example: Michigan Ave)

USE OF PUBLIC PARKING

Low density business corridors with businesses that are set back
further onto the property.
(Example: Canton Center Rd)

USE OF PARKING LOTS

IMPLEMENTATION BASED ON CORRIDOR TYPE



Municipal partners identify 3 tiers of potential program implementations by
business density, size, and types of roads. Parking lot patio permitting is highly
encouraged as a general standard for all businesses. 

3-TIERED APPROACH

Wayne County team recommends implementation of survey to gauge interest of
small businesses in participating in an outdoor seating program as outlined. 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT OF SMALL BUSINESSES

Case studies from across the country set precedent for simplified permitting
processes and guidelines, as well as temporary policies enacted by municipalities. 

ESTABLISH SIMPLIFIED PROCESS FOR PARTICIPATION 

RECOMMENDATIONS



EVALUATING RESTRICTIONS

I. Zoning regulations
II. Permit approval timelines
III. Patio permit process
IV. Impact of businesses in surrounding area 
 
 
 
 



HOW DO WE DO IT?



NEXT STEPS

I. Confirm suitability and interest 
II. Determine which program is best 
    for each community and neighborhood 
III. Enact policies to allow for al-fresco dining 
 
 

CONTACT: LUZ MEZA
 

lmeza@waynecounty.com


